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Senator ac 


cused of 


wrongful hugs of 
female lawmakers 


BY ALEXEI KOSEFF 
AND TARYN LUNA 


akoseff@sacbee.com 


Three current and former 
female lawmakers say Sen. Bob 
Hertzberg inappropriately 
hugged and touched them, 
including an incident that one 
woman says crossed the line 
into what she considered as- 
sault. 

Hertzberg, a Los Angeles 
Democrat who served as As- 
sembly speaker from 2000 to 
2002 and was elected to the 
Senate in 2014 after a break 


from the Legislature, has long 
had a reputation for being phys- 
ically affectionate. A pin he 
distributed at the 2000 Cali- 
fornia Democratic convention 
read, “I was hugged by Assem- 
blymember Bob Hertzberg.” In 
political circles, he has the nick- 
name “Huggy Bear.” 

But the three women The Bee 
spoke to said the embraces were 
too long and overly intimate for 
their comfort. Two of them said 
they expressed their concerns to 


Hertzberg and he hugged them 


again anyway. 
Former Assemblywoman 


Linda Halderman, a Republican 
from Fresno who served one 
term from 2010 to 2012, shared 
her experience on the record 
because she felt she had “noth- 
ing to lose now except my priva- 
cy.” The other two women, both 
sitting lawmakers, asked not to 
be named because they did not 
want the issue to interfere with 
their legislative work or feared 
retaliation. 

“All of my life I have greeted 
my friends and colleagues with 
a hug,” Hertzberg said ina 
statement. “My intentions have 
only been to foster a warm, 
human connection. I apologize 
to anyone who may have ever 
felt uncomfortable, and I will 
change how I greet people mov- 
ing forward.” 

He did not deny the allega- 
tions. 

Halderman said she met 
Hertzberg early in her term 
when he came to the Capitol to 
teach a freshmen legislator 


I was hugged by 
Assemblymember 


Bob Hertzberg 
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A button from the 2000 
California Democratic 
Convention. 


orientation. When the first class 
was over, she said, he “kind of 
grabbed me and hugged me too 
long.” 

“T didn’t like it, but I just 
didn’t think much of it,” Hal- 
derman said. 


SEE HERTZBERG, 12A 


GOP leaders agree on taxes 


J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE AP 


Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas, center, embraces Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, left, as House and Senate conferees announce a tax compromise. 


Business rate would drop to 21% 
with top individual levy at 37% 


BY JIM TANKERSLEY, THOMAS 
KAPLAN AND ALAN RAPPEPORT 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 
he day after suffering a 
political blow in the 
Alabama special Senate 
election, congressional 
Republicans sped forward with 
the most sweeping tax rewrite 
in decades, announcing an 
agreement on a final bill that 
would cut taxes for businesses 
and individuals and signal the 
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party’s first major legislative 


achievement since assuming 


political control this year. 


Party leaders in the House 
and Senate agreed in principle 
to bridge the yawning gaps 
between their competing ver- 
sions of the $1.5 trillion tax bill, 
keeping Republicans on track 
for final votes next week with 
the aim of delivering a bill to 
President Donald Trump’s desk 
by Christmas. The House and 
Senate versions of the tax bill 
started from the same core 
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principles - sharply cutting taxes 
on businesses, while reducing 
rates and eliminating some 
breaks for individuals - but 
diverged on several crucial 
details. 

In the end, more of the Sen- 
ate bill appeared to be included 
in the final version, though 
lawmakers continued to make 
significant changes from the 
legislation that passed either the 
House or Senate. 


WHAT’S NEW? 

The changes included a 
slightly higher corporate tax 
rate of 21 percent, rather than 
the 20 percent in the legislation 
that passed both chambers and 
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Gov. Jerry Brown outlines his objections to 
the GOP tax overhaul. 3A 


a lower top individual tax rate 
of 37 percent for the wealthiest 
Americans, who currently pay 
39.6 percent. But the bill will 
still scale back some popular tax 
breaks, including the state and 
local tax deduction and the 
deductibility of mortgage in- 
terest. 

In a break from the House 
bill, the agreement would allow 
taxpayers to continue to deduct 
high out-of-pocket medical 
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Republicans 
point fingers 
after losing 
Alabama race 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN, ELISE 
VIEBECK, DAVID WEIGEL 
AND MICHAEL SCHERER 


Washington Post 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

Stunned Republicans began 
casting blame Wednesday 
over their failure to hold a 
Senate seat in the Deep South, 
where Alabama Democrat 
Doug Jones stitched together 
just enough support to win 
amid backlash to accusations 
of sexual misconduct against 
his firebrand GOP rival. 

Even as Republican Roy 
Moore - down by more than 
20,000 votes in Tuesday’s 
special election - refused to 
concede the race, members of 
the GOP began pointing fin- 
gers at one another for his 
defeat after being steamrolled 
in Virginia’s elections last 
month. 

The recriminations high- 
lighted the bitter divisions 
within the GOP that appear to 
be worsening as the party 
looks toward defending its 
Senate majority in 2018, a 
task made more difficult by 
Moore’s loss and an increas- 
ingly unpopular President 
Donald Trump. 

The blow in Tuesday’s elec- 
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e Sen. Franken’s replacement named. 8A 
e Democrats see wave of 2018 wins. 8A 


BUSINESS 


FED RAISES 
INTEREST RATE 


The Federal Reserve 
raises interest rates, and 
said it expects stronger 
economic growth ahead 
as tax cuts arrive. 9A 


LOCAL 


SHERIFF DETAILS 
REPORT EARLY 


The state auditor 
criticizes Sacramento 
County Sheriff Scott 
Jones for releasing details 
of a report early. 1B 
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